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girl's perseverance in fantasy life by the double sexual standard,
which gives the young man better opportunities for sexual gratifica-
tion, thus protecting him from being overburdened by fantasies.
Observation of modern youth has permitted us to correct this view.
Today the double sexual standard is being eliminated by pressure
from two opposite directions: the young girl behaves with greater
freedom, and the young man is willing to postpone his sexual grati-
fication until he achieves greater capacity for love. These new
developments, however, do not seem to have much effect upon the
sexual differences with which we are dealing here, and we are
compelled to assume that much more elemental motives, rooted in
biology, are responsible for them.

The approach of the reproductive task while the possibility or
capacity for fulfilling it is lacking, is another factor that intensifies
the girl's tendency to fantasying. Again we are confronted with a
developmental situation in which a progressive tendency releases
regressive forces. The hypothesis that the motherhood fantasies of
young girls, because they are physically mature, have a greater
reality value than the childhood experiences relating to them, is
based on a kind of optic illusion. The woman approaching maturity
is in exactly the same situation that she was in as a little girl, when she
laid the first cornerstones for her future womanhood in her fantasy
life. At that time she played with dolls in active identification with
her mother. As a maturing girl she normally gives up this identi-
fication and now identifies herself with herself, in the role that she
will play in the future. Her possibilities of realization are still distant,
she is still separated from them by her anxieties, her wishes, and her
preparations for the sexual act. Now that fulfilment is nearer, it is
felt as a greater danger, and the awakening psychologic processes
connected with the reproductive function are driven into the more
inward sphere of fantasy life, just as they were in the girl's childhood.
This inclination to fantasying, born from the inner more than from
the outer impossibility of realization, that is to say, from passivity, in
turn increases the passivity of woman, in a kind of vicious circle.
The fantasies can become a prelude to action, but their gratification
takes place on a psychologic plane, and while they intensify and
enrich psychologic life, they weaken the impulse to realization.

Thus woman acquires a tendency to passivity that intensifies the
passive nature inherent in her biology and anatomy. She passively
awaits fecundation: her life is fully active and rooted in reality only
when she becomes a mother. Until then everything that is feminine
in the woman, physiology and psychology, is passive, receptive.